
 
Dear Reader 

It’s hard to believe that another half term has flown by. January always seems to 
stretch out ahead of us and this year has been no exception. The long, wet weeks 
certainly tested us at times – the rain has felt relentless, especially when juggling 
break and lunchtimes. As we all know, fresh air is good for the soul, so we were 
grateful for every dry spell we could grasp!  

Despite the drizzle, there have been lovely signs of new growth around the school. 
Snowdrops and daffodils are beginning to appear on our grounds and the mornings 
suddenly seem brighter. What a difference that early light makes to the start of the 
day.  

As ever at BPSP, there has been a lot going on, even during a relatively short half term.  

At the end of last month, both our Vocability Choir and the Boys' Choir took part in the Young 
Voices concert at London’s O2 Arena. They joined thousands of children from schools across 
the country, all coming together to celebrate their love of singing. It was a fabulous experience 
and one that will no doubt stay with them for many years. A huge thank you to all the staff 
who accompanied the children and made the event possible.  

The children thoroughly enjoyed their school discos this week. I, on the other hand, clearly need 
to update my knowledge of current music choices! For reasons still unknown, the 
DJ didn’t seem keen on my requests for anything by Wham (I wonder why??)  Our thanks go to 
the Friends Association for organising the discos and to our teachers for giving up their time 
to help out.  

Teachers are now well into the process of writing your child’s school report. These will be 
published towards the end of the Spring term, with an opportunity to discuss your child’s 
progress at our next parent/carer consultation. For families new to our school, please note that 
our reports are now accessed online. An important letter will be attached to your child’s 
homework diary later in March, providing clear instructions on how to access their 
report.  Parent/carer consultation appointments will once again be booked online through Arbor. 
Further information will follow in due course.  

We also have plenty to look forward to next month, including the legendary World Book Day and 
our next fundraising “Baden-Market” Day.  Again, we will notify you in advance of these events.   

Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable half-term break.  

Mrs Rachel Rusling 
Headteacher 
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Spring Term Update 

 
The Eco-Warrior team have been working hard since the New Year to 
keep our school looking its best and to help protect the environment. They have 
continued their brilliant efforts with recycling around the school and regular litter 
picking to keep the school grounds clean and tidy. 
 
This week, the Eco-Warriors have also 

started planting flowers. These will be kept indoors for 
now, but they are hoping that in a few weeks’ time, the 
colourful blooms will be ready to brighten up our school. 

A big thank you to everyone who has continued to walk, scoot or cycle 
to school, even with the terrible wet weather we’ve had recently. Your 
efforts really make a difference! Lots of children are on track to 
receive their Travel Tracker badges and add them to their growing 
collections – well done all! 
 
The closing date for the WOW Badge Design Competition 2026. 

has been extended - the deadline for submissions is now Tuesday 3 March, 
so there’s still time for pupils to get creative.    

 
WOW will turn each winning entry into 11 unique designs (that’s over 300,000 badges), which 
will be awarded to WOW pupils who walk, wheel, scoot, cycle or Park and Stride to school in the 
next academic year.   Last year, there were 200,000 entries, making it one of the UK’s biggest 
design competitions for children. Our school could win WOW resources up to the value of 
£500* – which could mean free WOW for an entire year.  
 
This year’s theme is Walk the Senses so pupils are 
invited to take a moment to appreciate what’s around them 
as they walk or wheel to school; to turn what they see, hear, 
smell, taste or feel into a colourful design. That might be the 
sound of birds singing or the smell of flowers – or perhaps 
the feeling of sun or rain on the journey to school. 
 
Entry forms can be collected from the office or downloaded 
from the Living Streets website - completed designs need to 
be returned to us by Thursday 26 February so a BPSP 
shortlist can be selected.  We look forward to seeing all the 
creative entries. 
 
Keep up the fantastic eco-friendly work! 
 

Mrs Thorne & Mrs Percy 
Eco Warrior Leaders 

Eco-Warriors 

https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/walk-to-school/primary-schools/wow-the-walk-to-school-challenge/wow-badge-design-competition-2026/
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/badgecompetition2026?utm_medium=email&utm_source=engagingnetworks&utm_campaign=EN_WTS%20email&utm_content=20260211_WOW+badge+competition+E2+_WOW+current-WTS+lapsed-MKT+leads+2091918800


Young Voices 2026 
 
On Friday, 23 January, our Year 6 Vocability and Boys’ Choir enjoyed a truly 
unforgettable trip to London to perform at the Young Voices concert, at the O2 
Arena. They were part of a spectacular massed choir of 8,500 children from across the UK and 
represented our school brilliantly throughout the day.  
 
The children sang their hearts out and created memories that will last a lifetime. Highlights of the 
evening included the energetic Wicked medley and showing off their dance moves alongside the 
Urban Strides dance crew. A huge thank you to all the teachers and parents who supported this 
incredible experience. 
 
Sarah Talbot 
Music Subject Leader 

MUSIC NEWS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We reach the halfway stage of the academic year in good shape: all of our academic 
years have attendance that puts them in the top fifth of schools nationally. Year Four are 
our best attenders with an attendance of 96.49%. Thank you for your support in getting 
your children into school! 
 
To underscore the importance of good attendance, below is a snippet from our Coastal 
Learning Partnership’s attendance policy: 

 
There is a clear pattern of attendance being significantly worse on the days immediately 
preceding, and those immediately after, Christmas, Easter, Summer and half term 
holidays.  
 
Though it might seem like a good opportunity to take time off, please be assured that 
these are key times in the school calendar and are used for such things as: settling into 
new routines; launching new topics; getting to know a new working partner; having 
wellbeing hours; carrying out assessments (this year, Year Six mock tests took place in 
the week commencing 9 February, for example); enjoying the reward time that the 
children have spent all term working towards and performances.  
 
Phil Ballance 
Assistant Headteacher 
 
 



 

FRIENDS OF BPSP 
friends_of_baden_powell@outlook.com 

 
Friends of BPSP have had a busy and positive start to the 
year, with lots to look back on and plenty coming up. 

One of the highlights of the term was hearing that the 
Christmas cards sent by BPSP children reached their partner school in Ukraine on 
Christmas Eve. Despite ongoing disruption to lessons, the cards were warmly received and 
clearly meant a great deal. Thank you to everyone who helped make this happen. Photos can 
be seen on our Instagram page: https://www.instagram.com/friendsbpsp  

January also saw the return of Café Connect, now firmly established as a 
relaxed way for parents and local businesses to meet over coffee. Our most 
recent session took place at a new venue, East Dorset Tennis Club, and the 
presentation slides from the morning are available here: https://
tinyurl.com/3dkmcka4  

We are keen to hear from anyone who might like to contribute to future Café Connect 
mornings. If you run a local business, offer useful services or have an interest you’d like to 
share, it’s a great way to raise awareness and connect with other parents. We’re hoping a 
future session will include input from the Dorset Lake Community Group, who organised the 
Little Free Libraries outside school. To get involved, please complete this short form: 
https://forms.office.com/r/GgrEcr4dDN  

At our recent AGM, we said goodbye to Astra, our long-standing 
Secretary, and thanked her for her many years of commitment. We are 
pleased to confirm Lesley as Secretary and to welcome Nicola and Lois as 
new Committee members. Thank you to everyone who attended and 
supported the meeting. 

The half-term discos have now taken place, and we hope the children had a 
brilliant time. Thank you to the staff and parent volunteers who helped make 
the evenings such a success. 

Looking ahead, Bingo Night returns on Friday 6th March, Bunny Dash will be 
hopping back later this term, and planning is under way for the Summer Fair 
on Friday 19th June, which will have a Wild West theme. Our Summer Fair 
Kick-Off Meeting will take place on Wednesday 11th March, and we’d love 
to see some new faces. 

We are currently looking for volunteers to help with key Summer Fair 
roles, including site planning, gates, gazebos, the bar and class stall 
liaison. If you might be interested, please email: 
Friends_Of_Baden_Powell@outlook.com  Support and handover will be provided. 

Finally, a reminder that you can support Friends of BPSP simply by booking your next 
holiday. By booking with Wendy Dunford from Not Just Travel, a donation is made to the 
PTA at no extra cost: https://notjustholidays.com/badenpowell  

Thank you for your continued support. It really does make a difference. 

Charlotte - Chair, Friends of BPSP 

https://www.instagram.com/friendsbpsp
https://tinyurl.com/3dkmcka4
https://tinyurl.com/3dkmcka4
https://forms.office.com/r/GgrEcr4dDN
mailto:Friends_Of_Baden_Powell@outlook.com
https://notjustholidays.com/badenpowell


SAFER 

INTERNET DAY 

2026 

Safeguarding 
Spotlight 

On Tuesday 10 February, BPSP recognised Safer Internet Day 2026, during which the children took part in 
lessons using resources from the UK Safer Internet Centre. This year’s learning was based around the theme 
‘Smart tech, safe choices – Exploring the safe and responsible use of AI’. 
 
 

Please find below advice for parents and carers from the UK Safer Internet Centre about how to use AI 
technology safely and responsibly. 

AI technology is increasingly part of many of our lives, so this Safer Internet Day we are starting a conversation 
about how to use it safely and responsibly. Use these top tips to help keep you and your loved ones safe 
online. 

Enjoy going online together and talk regularly about your family’s online lives 

The internet can be amazing and can help us to access information and entertainment. Spend time online with 
your child to understand how they are using technology and talk together about the good and the bad parts of 
being online. Make sure your child knows they can talk to you about anything that they see or experience 
online. 

Understand where AI technology is being used and the impact it can have 

From summaries on search engines, to voice assistants and photo editing tools, AI powered features are being 
added to many of the apps and devices we use day-to-day. Look out for information and warnings notifying you 
where AI technology is in use or where content has been created using AI. Help your child to recognise these 
too. Remember, AI can make some tasks simpler but may also collect data about you and your family, or share 
unreliable information, so consider how to use it safely and responsibly. 

Recognise what safe and responsible use of technology looks like 

To use technology, including AI, safely and responsibly, it’s important to reflect on the potential impact it can 
have on yourself and others. How does your use of technology make you feel? How can you use technology 
with kindness and respect for others? Does your use of technology benefit you or help you build skills? How 
might it affect you now and in the future? Ask these questions of your own internet use, as well as your 
family’s. 

Know where to go for help if something goes wrong 

Like any technology, using AI comes with risks. Some AI tools, like ChatGPT, have built-in reporting features 
where you can raise issues such as inappropriate or harmful content. Many social media platforms also allow 
you to report content you suspect has been created with AI. 

If you would like further support with help about staying safe online . . . 

The Government has launched a new 
website to support parents to find 
practical information from trusted 
places to help feel more confident to 
protect children online: 

https://
kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/ 

Miss Knowles 
Deputy Head & Designated Safeguarding Lead 

https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/
https://kidsonlinesafety.campaign.gov.uk/


Children’s Mental Health Week – 9–15 February 2026   

With the slightly unnerving statistic that 1 in 8 children and 
young people have a diagnosable mental health problem, here at 
BPSP we take every opportunity to promote thinking and talking 
about how to sustain positive mental health and wellbeing.  
 
This year’s Children’s Mental Health Week was no exception. 
Our assembly this Monday was based on the theme of 
‘Belonging’. We thought about what ‘belonging’ means to us, how 
it is important to recognise that no-one is perfect and we should be accepted for who we 

are -’belonging’ is not about changing ourselves to fit in. Through 
discussion, we also agreed that the feeling of not belonging is not 
good for positive mental wellbeing and that we can help others’ 
mental health by, ‘Being somebody who makes everybody feel like a 
somebody’. Following our school rule, ‘Be Kind’ and showing our 
school values of Respect, Friendship and Compassion, would help us 
all help others feel like they belong.  

 
At BPSP, mental health and wellbeing are always a priority for us, not just when a national 
awareness week comes around. If you are ever concerned about the mental health or 
wellbeing of your child, please contact your class teacher in the first instance. Teachers 
have details of a wide variety of charities and organisations which may also be of support.  
 
Wellbeing On The Website 
 
As new and different resources become available, so we upload them to our school website. 
There is a WELLBEING section under both PARENTS and CHILDREN where there are lots 
of useful articles, links and videos that may be of some support should you need it. 
 
There are also firm favourites like the happiness calendar where, each month, lots of 
suggestions for wellbeing activities are set out. These can be a great go-to in any holiday 
when ideas might run dry. Putting your child in charge of organising a day of wellbeing 
activities for the family might be a good way to keep them happy and occupied!! 
 
And finally … 
 
At Baden-Powell, we always dedicate the first hour back after any holiday to wellbeing so 
that the children can settle back into their classes before starting the new half term: both 
staff and pupils find this really beneficial. We will continue to think about the Zones of 
Regulation – another way in which we empower our children to think about their own mental 
health and wellbeing. 
 
Hoping that the half term weather is kind to us all! Have a good break! 

Heidi Inns 
Senior Mental Health Lead 



Worship at BPSP 
Collective Worship 
 
We continue to enjoy our daily Collective Worship as a school community. We always find time 
to be still, quiet and reflect on the theme of the worship. We have enjoyed listening to some 
different worship songs. Every Friday, a child plays for us in our Reflection Worship - this has 
been absolutely wonderful. With the help of our regular visitors leading worship, we are able to 
wonder about our place in the world and the impact that our actions and words have on others. 
As always, thank you to Rev Mike, Heidi and Elaine from St Peter's, Rev Stuart and Anna from 
St Luke's and to Keith Jewell from the PACE team. We now have a team of young Courageous 
Advocates in each Year Group - watch this space for more news about this next time!  
 
Clare Taylor 
Worship Lead 

 
 
  
 
We have continued our close work with the Coastal Learning Partnership this half term. Our 
Year 6 teachers have been undertaking training on the Year 6 writing standards as part of 
our ongoing preparation for the SATs, ensuring that teaching is fully aligned with national 
expectations and that our pupils feel confident and well supported.  
 
Our Science subject leader recently attended a conference focused on effective planning 
and progression of skills across the Science curriculum, bringing back valuable ideas to 
strengthen our provision.  
 
As always, the trust provides us with up-to-date guidance and advice on new and exciting 
initiatives in education, as well as support for children with additional needs 
and maintaining the high standards of attainment we strive for at BPSP.   

 

Healthy Snacks 

We strongly encourage all our pupils who bring in a breaktime snack to 
make sure it aligns with the principles of healthy eating ie only fruit or 
vegetables. 

This follows on from the School Fruit and Vegetable Scheme that our 
feeder schools participate in (which entitles every child aged 4-6 to a piece of fruit or vegetable 
each school day). 

Please support your child to develop lifelong healthy eating habits and only provide ‘good food 
for a good mood’! 

Please can we also ask that your child brings their (named) water bottle into school each day.  

Thank you. 



WINNERS! 

Weds 25 February - Mon 2 March 2026  

 

We will be holding a Scholastic Book Fair again 

this year.  It will be a cashless event - payment will 

be by card or via a QR code system only (no 

cash) - and therefore classes won’t visit it during 

their Library lesson. 

 

However, parents/carers are very welcome to 

visit the Book Fair with their children after school 

(3.30-4.30pm) on the following days: 
 

Yr 3 = Wednesday 25 February 

Yr 4 = Thursday 26 February 

Yr 5 = Friday 27 February 

Yr 6 = Monday 2 March 
 

Book Fair 2026 will be located in the Year 6 

Practical Area - we look forward to seeing you 

there! 

This year, our World Book Day celebrations on 

Thursday 5 March will be linked with our 

Musician of the Month, Tom Fletcher, who  is also 

a popular children’s author.  We are excited to 

explore his books alongside our love of reading. 

Our focus for the day will be on fostering a 

lifelong enjoyment of books and encouraging 

children to choose stories that genuinely excite 

them. 

 

Children are invited to come to school dressed 

as their favourite book character or, to get 

creative with vocabulary, as a “word”. There is 

absolutely no expectation to buy a costume - 

simple, homemade or recycled ideas are 
encouraged.  As part of our Tom Fletcher focus, 

children may also like to dress up as a character 

from one of Tom Fletcher’s books, though this is 

entirely optional. 

THURSDAY 5 
MARCH 2026 







 

 

Despite the weather trying its best to 
waterlog everything (an unwanted record of 
11 sports events were called off this half-
term due to the weather!), there’s still been 
lots going on with PE, Sport and Physical 
Activity! 

NETBALL 
On Wednesday 28 January, 
a group of children had lots 
of fun whilst developing 
their netball skills at a Year 
3 and 4 Netball Festival at 
Queen Elizabeth School. 

 

 

Last week, we welcomed our friends from St Joseph’s 
Primary School for a Year 5/6 Netball Friendly. Well done 
to all those that took part – your resilience and aspiration (in very damp conditions!) was 
excellent. 

 

 

BOYS FOOTBALL 
The half-term began with our Year 5/6 boys’ football team playing against Haymoor 
Junior School in the PEDSSA league. A big round of applause to the team for their 
fantastic skill, as well as respect, throughout the match. This led to a well-deserved 
victory. 

PE & SPORTS NEWS 



GIRLS FOOTBALL 
On Friday 30th January, a group of girls from 
Year 5 and 6 headed over to Dorset FA in 
Hamworthy, to play some friendly football 
matches against three other schools; 
Longfleet Primary, Oakdale Junior and 
Canford Heath Junior. 

Despite the heavens staying open throughout, 
the girls’ spirits did not drop, and they 
represented our school so well. 

 

BASKETBALL 
Thank you to Lockyer’s Middle School for 
hosting a Year 5 and 6 basketball friendly 
this half-term. A huge well done to all the 
children involved – your respect and 
determination was clear to see both on and 
off the court. 

SWIMMING 
After a very impressive number of children expressed an 
interest, our Year 5 and 6 Swimming Team Trial took place 
at Canford Leisure Centre. 

Myself, George Smith and the two swimming teachers (Jack 
and Joy from JJ Swimming) were so impressed with not only 
everyone’s ability but their attitude and aspiration.  

The successfully selected children now have one or two 
swimming competition(s) to look forward to next half-term. 

Cont …. 



TABLE CRICKET 
On Tuesday 3 February, some children made the 
journey to Grange School to take part in a Table 
Cricket Competition. Despite not having played 
the sport before (it’s a combination of cricket and 
table tennis), the children learnt the rules well and 
enjoyed playing this inclusive activity. 

MULTISPORTS 
Football passing, netball shooting, tag rugby tagging, tennis movement and basketball 
dribbling were the incredibly fun sporting activities that a group of Year 4 children took 
part in at the Multisports event hosted at Poole High School. A shout out to Patrick 
Brown, the new Poole School Games Organiser, as this was his first event in post and it 
was very well organised. 

Well done to the children who attended. I hope you enjoyed it!  

TAG RUGBY 
It was great to have some tag-rugby take place 
this week with 12 children from Year 3 and 4 

taking part in a festival at Chapelgate Sports 
Club organised by Bournemouth Rugby Club. 
The 12 children showed terrific effort and 
resilience throughout. 

HOUSE CUP NIGHT 
This half-term was meant to see the return of the popular House Cup Nights, however, 
the weather had other ideas! This means next half-term will see House Cup Nights 
returning. These events involve children participating in football, netball and capture the 
flag matches. Children earn points 
for their house by demonstrating our 
school values, such as respect and 
compassion.  

Cont ….. 



PE & SPORTS POLICY 
Recently updated, please click here to see our PE & Sports Policy which goes into detail on 
many aspects of PE, Sport and Physical Activity at BPSP. Included in this, is the PE timetable 
for the year so you can see which PE units your child is completing each half term as well as 
the sports events categories and selection process. 

COMING UP NEXT HALF-TERM 
As the days become brighter and warmer (and hopefully drier!), children will complete some of 
the following units in their PE and Games lessons during next half-term: 

Away from PE and Games lessons, football seasons continue for both the girls’ and boys’ 
teams as well as a couple more development squad matches. We also have the following 
events to look forward to next half-term; 

 House Cup Night x6 

 Year 3/4 Handball Festival 

 Year 5/6 Swimming PEDSSA Gala 

 Year 6 Tag-Rugby Transition to Poole High School 

 Year 5/6 Indoor Athletics Competition 

 Year 5/6 Swimming Primary Relay South East Qualifier 

 Rearranged Year 5/6 Cross Country PEDSSA Race 4 

 Rearranged Year 3/4 Cross Country PEDSSA Race 2 

 Year 5/6 Basketball Friendly 

 Year 5/6 Girls Dodgeball 

A huge thank you to everyone for the continued support the children have received this half-
term (especially in the soggy conditions!). It has been fantastic to see such a strong turnout 
from parents and other adults at sporting events. My thanks also go to all the staff who have 
worked so hard to provide a wide range of sporting opportunities. 

I hope you all enjoy a well-earned half-term break. 

Mr Paterson, PE Leader 

Cont …... 

Gymnastics 
Net & Wall  

(Alternative Activities) 
Striking & Fielding Swimming 

Flag Football Movement & Athletics Athletics & Leadership  

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/baden-powell/UploadedDocument/1e373a94-54f9-4efe-8f8e-76101b4720b6/bpsp-pe-and-sports-policy-stakeholders.pdf


 
PLEASE DON’T FORGET TO LOOK THROUGH OUR 

 
 
 

that are emailed to parents/carers at the end of every week. 
 

Copies can also be found on our website 
www.bpspjunior.co.uk/weekly-reminders 

 
Information regarding changes/postponements of clubs  

and music lessons will be listed on them, as well as 
reminders for Whole School and Year Group events etc.  

Term Dates 2025/2026 

 

Autumn Term 

3 September - 19 December 2025 

Half term:  27 - 31 October 2025 

 

Spring Term 

5 January - 27 March 2026 

Half term:  16 - 20 February 2026 

 

Summer Term 

13 April - 22 July 2026 

Half term:  25 - 29 May 2026 

 

Staff Training Days 

3 & 4 September 2025 

5 January 2026 

13 February 2026 

13 April 2026 

22 June 2026 

 

 

 

Term Dates 2026/2027 

 
Dates below taken from BCP website. 

 

Autumn Term 

1 September - 18 December 2026 

Half term:  26 - 30 Oct 2026 

 

Spring Term 

4 January - 25 March 2027 

Half term:  15 - 19 February 2027 

 

Summer Term 

12 April - 21 July 2027 

Half term:  31 May - 4 June 2027 

 

Staff Training Days 

Staff Training/INSET Days TBA 

https://www.bpspjunior.co.uk/weekly-reminders/
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